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Other than COVID-19, one of the things that constantly gets attention in the 
financial press is investing in companies focused on Environmental, Social 

and Governance (ESG) themes. 

Why has ESG suddenly become such a priority for investors? Is this something new? How reliable is it to 
invest in this sector? Is it the same as impact investing?

Let’s tackle these key questions: No, ESG is not new method of investing, just a rebranding of the traditional 
concept of ethical investing.  We have noted a growing focus of Millennials and GenXers seeking to 
address social issues and environmental problems like climate change. At the same time, the capital 
markets have become more accessible via the likes of Schwab, You Invest, Fidelity and Robinhood. These 
two factors have increased the interest in ESG investing and the focus of major financial advisors.

How reliable is it to invest in ESG? Ethical investing was plagued by the difficulty in defining whether a 
company was acting ethically and how much of its profits were derived from ethical or socially responsible 
actions. Now, with ESG, we focus on the efforts that companies are making to limit their negative impact on 
society – a key difference between the two concepts.

For example, when we look at XVV (iShares ESG Screened S&P500) there are a number of companies 
in the healthcare and energy sectors that would have been excluded in an “ethical index.” They might 
fall into the ESG sector, although they might not do their research for new drugs in an ethical and socially 
responsible manner. Instead, the focus is on how they are improving their methodology to discover new 
cures.

But what about impact investing? In a sense, this is the micro finance concept rebranded. I am a big 
believer in impact investing, so let’s define it. We usually find philanthropists focused in poorer areas of the 
world where they give small loans that may have a major impact but with little focus on their return. For me, 
the Gates Foundation is a leader in making impact investments and providing dollars to improve the lives of 
people in underdeveloped nations while educating others around the world to join in this task.
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Maybe I’m a purist, but I prefer the thought process behind impact investing and find ESG to be a watered-
down version of ethical investing. However, any effort to help push companies in the right direction is a 
good move. That said, I think that people should allocate a portion of their assets into impact investing, 
as this can have a bigger impact in the short and medium term. You may not make money via impact 
investing, but I can guarantee you will feel good about yourself, when you see the impact you are having in 
addressing the many challenges facing developing nations.

Samy Dwek is founder and CEO of White Knight Consulting LLC a Delray Beach firm that provides 
professional guidance and outsourced chief financial officer, chief operating officer services to 
high-net-worth individuals and families.
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D I S C L A I M E R
WHITE KNIGHT CONSULTING LLC

THIS REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND SOLELY FOR USE BY THOSE PERSONS TO WHOM IT HAS BEEN 
DELIVERED DIRECTLY. THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS QUALIFIED IN ITS ENTIRETY BY REFERENCE TO THE ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
OF WHITE KNIGHT CONSULTING LLC. IN THE EVENT OF A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE TERMS OF THIS PRESENTATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT, THE TERMS OF THE ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT SHALL PREVAIL

CERTAIN OF THE ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL MARKET AND INDUSTRY INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE PRESENTATION HAS BEEN OBTAINED 
FROM PUBLISHED SOURCES AND/OR PREPARED BY THIRD PARTIES. NONE OF WHITE KNIGHT CONSULTING, ITS AFFILIATES OR ANY OF 
THEIR RESPECTIVE EQUITYHOLDERS, DIRECTORS, MANAGERS, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, PARTNERS, AGENTS OR AFFILIATES ASSUMES ANY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF SUCH INFORMATION.

THE REPORT IS NOT INTENDED TO FORM THE BASIS OF ANY INVESTMENT DECISION AND DOES NOT ATTEMPT TO PRESENT ALL THE 
INFORMATION THAT PROSPECTIVE INVESTORS MAY REQUIRE FOR PURPOSES OF MAKING AN INVESTMENT DECISION. BY ACCEPTING DELIVERY 
OF THIS REPORT, THE CLIENT AGREES TO UNDERTAKE AND RELY ON ITS OWN INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION AND ANALYSIS AND CONSULT WITH 
ITS OWN ATTORNEYS, ACCOUNTANTS AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL ADVISORS REGARDING WHITE KNIGHT CONSULTING LLC AND THE MERITS 
AND RISKS OF AN INVESTMENT IN THE INTERESTS, INCLUDING ALL RELATED LEGAL, INVESTMENT, TAX AND OTHER MATTERS.

THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT AN OFFER TO SELL OR RECOMMENDATION OR SOLICITATION TO BUY AN INTEREST IN WHITE KNIGHT CONSULTING LLC, 
NOR DOES IT PURPORT TO BE A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THE TERMS OR RISKS OR POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST INHERIT IN ANY 
ACTUAL OR PROPOSED INVESTMENT DESCRIBED HEREIN INCLUDING AN INVESTMENT IN WHITE KNIGHT CONSULTING LLC. ANY VIEWS, TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

THE CONTENTS OF THIS REPORT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A FINANCIAL INVESTMENT, LEGAL, BUSINESS OR TAX ADVICE, AND MUST NOT BE 
IMPROPERLY CONSTRUED BY POTENTIAL INVESTORS AS ANY OF THE FOREGOING. EACH POTENTIAL INVESTORS SHOULD CONSULT WITH 
PROFESSIONAL ADVISORS AS TO LEGAL, BUSINESS, TAX, FINANCIAL AND RELATED ASPECTS OF AN INVESTMENT WITH WHITE KNIGHT 
CONSULTING LLC.

CERTAIN STATEMENTS IN THIS PRESENTATION MAY CONSTITUTE “FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS.” ALL STATEMENTS THAT ADDRESS 
EXPECTATIONS OR PROJECTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE, INCLUDING STATEMENTS ABOUT EXPECTED EXPENDITURES AND FINANCIAL RESULTS, 
ARE FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS.

SOME OF THE FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS MAY BE IDENTIFIED BY WORDS LIKE “MAY,” “BELIEVES,” “EXPECTS,” “ANTICIPATES,” “PLANS,” 
“INTENDS,” “PROJECTS,” “INDICATES,” “ESTIMATES,” “WILL,” AND SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS. ANY STATEMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN THAT ARE NOT 
STATEMENTS OF HISTORICAL FACT MAY BE DEEMED TO BE FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS. THESE STATEMENTS ARE NOT GUARANTEES 
OF FUTURE PERFORMANCE AND INVOLVE A NUMBER OF RISKS, UNCERTAINTIES, AND ASSUMPTIONS. ACCORDINGLY, ACTUAL RESULTS OR 
PERFORMANCE OF WHITE KNIGHT CONSULTING LLC MAY DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY, POSITIVELY OR NEGATIVELY, FORM FORWARD-LOOKING 
STATEMENTS MADE HEREIN.

UNANTICIPATED EVENTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES ARE LIKELY TO OCCUR. FACTORS THAT MIGHT CAUSE SUCH DIFFERENCES, WHICH CLIENTS 
SHOULD CAREFULLY CONSIDER. THIS LIST OF FACTORS IS NOT EXCLUSIVE. WHITE KNIGHT CONSULTING LLC UNDERTAKES NO OBLIGATION 
TO UPDATE ANY FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS. NO REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE BY WHITE 
KNIGHT CONSULTING LLC AS TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN OR OMITTED FROM THIS 
PRESENTATION.


